
 
 

Contributed by Jason Kelleher, Web Manager 
This August we launched a redesign of the auditor’s office 

website.  Sporting a simple, contemporary look and more intuitive 
navigation and faster load times; the goal was to make the website 
faster and easier to use, but retain a familiar feel for those people that 
were used to the old site.  Links to popular pages and files were 
preserved and usernames and passwords for the real estate search 
were not changed.  

    
 The new site also facilitates faster publishing and updating of 
the content.  It is now easier to make changes and add new content.  
One prominent new feature is the inclusion of a YouTube channel, 
AsktheAuditor that feeds videos to various pages on the site. The 
videos provide information on programs and events and tutorial-type 
assistance on using the Property Search website and GIS Maps.  The 
YouTube channel will also offer the public the ability to offer feedback 
on the website and request additional information or video topics.  
We’ve also added a Twitter feed, @AsktheAuditor to the notices 
section of the website.  Any notice posted to the Auditor’s home page 
will also be syndicated via twitter.  This will enable us to easily issue 
notices on important dates and information like the issuance of tax 

bills, Board of Revision deadlines and any changes to programs 
currently administered through the Auditors Office.  So please follow 
us on twitter by visiting us at www.loraincounty.com/auditor or use the 
QR code below.  
 

 
QR Code 

 

 
 As the beautiful autumn leaves begin to fall, our calendar 

reminds us that it time to renew your dog license for the year 2012. 
Licenses may be purchased from December 1st until January 31st 
without penalty. After January 31st, there will be a penalty assessed 
equal to the cost of the license. For dog owners younger than 65 
years old, the cost of a tag is $14. For dog owners 65 years or older, 
you may purchase a tag for just $12. For an additional $5, a special 
heart shaped license may be purchased. That additional $5 is 
allocated to a medical fund used towards the health care needs of the 
dogs at the Lorain County Kennel.  

To help reduce costs and save you a trip to our office, you 
may visit our website at www.loraincounty.com/auditor to renew or 
purchase your new 2012 license beginning November 1st or feel free 
to obtain your license at any of our participating agents, {all Drug 
Marts throughout Lorain County, Friendship APL, Pet Supplies "Plus", 
Lorain County Dog Warden, Grafton Marathon, Lagrange Hardware, 
Bevan's Pet Supply, and Grateful Dog Bakery Inc.}. 

For more information, please call the Lorain County Auditor’s 
office at (440)329-1924.   
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Contributed by Tom Johnson, Chief Appraiser  

 
-Property Values in Ohio 
continue on a downward turn.  
 

The 2012 property 
reappraisal for all parcels in 
Lorain County is currently going 

on.  The appraisal work started in late 2010 and will continue into 
mid-2012. Two appraisal companies, Tyler Technology and John G. 
Cleminshaw, Inc. have been contracted to establish values for all 
properties in Lorain County as of January 1, 2012. The companies 
will be using sales data for the years 2009, 2010, and 2011. As a key 
component in the appraisal process, physical condition, property 
location and economic trends are additional factors that will influence 
the appraisals.  

Property values in Ohio have been trading downward in 
recent years.  Tough economic times have resulted in many 
foreclosures and sheriff sales throughout the state of Ohio.  As a 
result, we have seen a negative impact on property values continuing 
through the year 2011. 

Recent county-wide reappraisals and updates in 2011 for 
large Ohio counties such as Franklin (Columbus), Hamilton 
(Cincinnati), Montgomery (Dayton) and Summit (Akron) have resulted 
in decreased valuations for both residential and commercial 
properties.  The most recent updated values in Lorain County in 2009 
resulted in a countywide average reduction of six to ten percent for all 
residential properties. 

The new values that result from the 2012 reappraisal of 
properties will not be available until after approval by the State of 

Ohio, which will probably occur in the fall of 2012. The first tax bills 
which will reflect these new values will be sent out in January 2013.  

 
Contributed by Jack Kilroy, Special Project Coordinator 

The offices of Lorain County Auditor Mark R. Stewart and Lorain 
County Engineer Kenneth P. Carney have amended the Lorain 
County Standards for Land Conveyances under the authority of Ohio 
Revised Code Section 315.251. 
 

Public hearings were held on April 27 and May 11, 2011 with active 
participation from the public and private sectors.  The new standards 
went into effect on May 16, 2011.  Copies of the newly revised Lorain 
County Standards for Land Conveyances can be obtained from the 
Lorain County Auditor’s real estate department or viewed on our 
website. 
 

Before the county auditor accepts any conveyance of real property, 
the document shall be reviewed to determine whether it complies with 
the standards and can be transferred. 
 

Since 1997, the Ohio Revised Code has authorized the auditors and 
engineers of each county to promulgate conveyance standards for 
their counties, permitting the auditors and engineers great leeway and 
authority to set the standards.  
 

“With this delegation of authority to write their own rules, the 
legislature has empowered auditors and engineers to be as 
idiosyncratic as they wish, with no basis upon which they can be 
challenged. There is obviously no consistency required from county to 
county with respect to the rules placed upon the conveyancers of 
interests in land, so parties dealing in multiple counties in Ohio may 
be faced with 88 different sets of rules.” (Baldwin's Ohio Practice Ohio 
Real Estate Law, Kenton L. Kuehnle and Jack S. Levey, Chapter 21. 
Conveyances—Covenants, Warranties, and Execution, by Amelia A. Bower, 
Contributing Editor) 

Attorneys representing real estate developers, surveyors, title 
companies, mortgage lenders, or Nation Association of REALTORS® 
are well advised to become familiar with the rules of each county 
where they intend to record instruments conveying interests in land.  
 

Editor’s Note: Jack Kilroy is co-chair of the Real Estate Section of the Lorain County 
Bar Association and is the Special Projects Coordinator for Lorain County Auditor Mark 
R. Stewart. 
 
 

 
The Lorain County Auditor's forfeited land sale is being held 

on November 3, 2011. The forfeited land sale is for property that has 
been offered for sale through a sheriff sale twice without selling. It is 
then forfeited to the State of Ohio. The auditor’s office then compiles 
a list and auctions these properties once a year, which is usually 
held the first week of November.  
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